





venture out

inchuding meals and lodging
in park-adjacent motels; wild
lifeexpeditions.ong). On the
daylong rours you'll ride in
SUVs that have open roof-
tops for unobstructed view-
ing, and naturalists will lead
vou to where the bison, clk,
cagles, moose, and more
roam. At dawn and dusk
(prime tmes to carch harder-
to-see animals like wolves
and grizzlies), guides will set
up powerful sighting scopes,
While you're there You can't
visit:  Yellowstone  withour
following the herd of other
tourssts to the park’s geo-
thermal features, including
its famed geyser, Old Faith-
ful, and the bubbling Mud-
pots. But the more physical
¢flort you put into seeing
this park—such as on the
three-mile dimb up Observation Peak
or the 12.5-mile Blackuail Deer Creek-
Yellowstone River Traal hike that drops
1,100 feet to the nver’s edge—the more
rewarding and uncrowdexd it i

Where to stay Since Wildlife Expedi-
tions runs its traps from Jackson, bunk
pre- or post=safari at Smake River
Lodge & Spa in Teton Village (rooms
from S319 per night, 866-975-7625
or smakertverfodge.com). 1f you loved

chose to sheeo

the invigorating fresh air during your
outings, hit the spa for the Spirit of
Wyoming exfoliation, a scrub scented
with cedar, pine, and juniper (S190
for 75 minutes).

VANCOUVER ISLAND,

BRITISH COLUMBIA

The cold, nutrient-rich waters off Pa-

cific Rim Natonal Park on Vancouver
Island's remote west coast

Whales roam support teeming  colonies
p"*"':; of sea mammals, From
often swim May through October, Sub-

udal Advenwires scts our
aboard a2 hard-hulled -
flatable boat to the Broken
Islands, a group of more
than 100 protected islets in
nearby Barkley Sound (S89*
for three hours; swbridad
adventiresoom), En route
you'll spot breaching gray
whales, rock outcroppings
covered m seaburds, harbor
scals with their pups, and

>
2 Swim, hike, fish,

)
. ')‘ kayak acd
; ‘more in plctures
» ’x-vfcfl Tolfino

beaches blanketed by California and
Stellar sea lions, Capeain Brian Cong-
don, a former Broken Islands park
warden, provides expert guided tours
as well as warm, windproof “cruiser
suits,” a must-have in the wet and
chilly weather (even in August).

While you're there | like North Amer-
ica’ last remaining temperate rain
forest w0 long, driftwood-strewn
beaches and starfish-filled tde pools.
Based just outsile the park m the
bohemian harbor town of Tofino, Surf
Sister leads two-hour or two<hy surf
lessons (875 to $193, mcluding board
and wet suit; swfistercom).

Where to stay [fyou become enchantad
with Tofino, stay at one of the many
B&BS in town, such as the BnMar
(rooms from S150; bramarbb.com). Or
reserve a rustic-chic calan just steps
from the shore at Terrace Beach Re-
sort near the town of Ucluelet (from
$349 per night; terracebeachresors.ar).
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